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H  A H IC PA A   I M

Abstract |  Millions of apanese to rists isit Paris e ery year  n a erage, 20 of them 
are so disconcerted by the gap between reality and their ideali ed ision of the city, 
that they fall prey to the so called Paris syndrome, a condition characteri ed by a n m-

ber of psychiatric symptoms incl ding del sional states, dereali ation, depersonali a-

tion and an iety iala et al  200  Interestingly, s b ects s ering from the syndrome 
are mainly tra elers concerned with the aesthetic and artistic aspect of their o rney  
Psychopathological iss es aside, the gap between e pectations and reality is a com-

mon e perience for to rists  Why it is so  
o far, the phenomenon of to rism has been en ired almost e cl si ely from an eth-

ical, economic and social point of iew see ennell 200  rry 2002 , whereas its aes-

thetic implications ha e been mostly ignored by philosophers e ceptions are ribe 
2009  and odd 2012  his is especially s rprising if one considers the e traordinary 
spread of to rism on a global scale   n the bac gro nd of the c rrent debate in e -

eryday and en ironmental aesthetics, in this tal  we de ne to rism as an intrinsically 
parado ical aesthetic practice  We ass me that one rst moti ation for to rism is the 
f l lment of aesthetic e pectations odd 2009  2012  Maitland and mith 2012  At 
the same time, to ristic practice is also dri en by the search for a thentic e perienc-

es, i e , lac ing alities solely directed at to ristic satisfactions  n the iew, to rism 
pro ides a strong form of aesthetici ation of the ordinary: it enco rages tra elers to 
adopt what has been called the to rist ga e  rry, 1990: , that is, a special form 
of aesthetic ga e  Howe er, this a t de necessarily separates them from e eryday 
e perience  o rists in Paris, for e ample, contemplate with an aesthetic eye what is 

st ro tine for the many inhabitants of the city: ha ing a co ee si ng on the o tdoor 
tables of a caf , wal ing along the shady bo le ards etc  Hence the parado : for while 
loo ing forward to li ing an a thentic e perience i e the real Paris  to rists are ine -

itably con ned to the role of detached spectators  
ho gh this is in line with e eryday aesthetics  idea of nding aesthetic al es in ob-

ects, e ents, and acti ities that constit te people s daily life, the entailed process of 
de familiari ation of the familiar  aito 201  is a prompter of deception for to rists  
In other words, to rism is a promise that cannot be ept: an a thentic appreciation of 
the ordinary by means of an e perience of detachment

Index terms | ĂĞƐƚŚĞƟĐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͖�ĂĞƐƚŚĞƟĐŝǌĂƟŽŶ͖�ĂƵƚŚĞŶƟĐŝƚǇ͖�ĞǀĞƌǇĚĂǇ�ĂĞƐƚŚĞƟĐƐ͖�ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ͖�
tourist gaze.
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