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BACKGROUND
The Ge.F.I., Italian working group of the ISFG, updated the previous published recommendations on the collection of biological samples for forensic genetic 
testing in the medical legal care of victims of sexual violence and/or abuse. The purpose of the updated Ge.F.I. recommendations is to guide the intervention of 
healthcare professionals considering the new DNA technologies and the increase in the analytical sensitivity. 

 METHOD
Members of the Ge.F.I. working group revised the scientific literature and the international recommendations and guidelines. Group meetings were organized to 
evaluate each regional healthcare settings to adapt the procedures with the local facilities and health professionals training. Standard forms for informed 
consent, samples collection, chain of custody, and a list of materials/supplies useful in the collection of forensic evidence in hospital emergency departments 
were indicated based on the Italian law and penal procedures code. 

 FINDINGS

The recommendations outline the referral pathway for the collection of forensic specimens in a hospital department: 
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CONCLUSION 

International guidelines and scientific literature suggest that individuals who 
have experienced sexual violence often seek medical assistance, even if they 
fail to disclose the event itself.
Our recommendations serve as 'minimum standards' that can be incorporated 
into the practices of health care providers and sexual violence and abuse 
response units for the standardised collection of biological specimens from 
survivors of sexual assault and/or abuse that are useful to the justice system 
and that also ensure the evidentiary value of biological specimens by properly 
maintaining the integrity and continuity of the chain of custody.
The recommendations are available at https://www.gefi-isfg.org/ and will be 
incorporated into healthcare practices to provide care and support to survivors 
of sexual assault (DPCM Nov. 24, 2017, as amended).
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General procedures on specimens sampling are reported, alerting that in the event of an injury, such as a bite or wound, it is crucial to discuss with the clinician whether 
samples of forensic genetic relevance can be obtained before the wound is healed, and if that is possible, take metric-referenced photographic surveys . For not specialized 
healthcare professionals, photographs are annexed to show the modalities to collect subungueal and skin traces. Summary tables to collect biological specimens from a 
sexual assault victim’s body, victim’s clothing and other biological material of interest were prepared to be displayed in the hospital room for a rapid consultation and are 
organized in:

COLLECTION OF SKIN AND SUBUNGUEAL SAMPLES FROM THE SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AND/OR ABUSE
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