Migration and processes of cultural interaction: outcomes from the Italian geographical research and study opportunities facing “Metropolis 2014”

One of the author of this proposal, Carlo Brusa, has been national coordinator of the National Interest Research Project 2008 entitled “Migration and processes of cultural interaction: forms of integration and territorial organization in some Italian case studies”; he is also the coordinator of the Working Group on Migrations of the Association of Italian Geographers. The second author has been active part of both the project and the working group in the last years (see for instance Brusa, Papotti, 2012).

A few months after the conclusion of the above mentioned project, it appears useful to reflect on the project outcomes and the directions for future research. The opportunity given by the EUGEO conference seems particularly interesting, given the international dimension of the event, which assures the possibility to exchange opinions, knowledge and methodology with scholars from several countries. 

In our presentation, we will offer an overview of what we consider the most promising outcomes of our researches, especially regarding the continuously evolving problems that migration studies are currently facing in the European area. The current economic crisis is heavily affecting geographical mobility (in Italy the number of foreign residents stopped growing after nearly twenty years of continuous increase) and at the same time the more and more widespread social vulnerability among several social groups (not only immigrants). Our presentation will try to present a platform for the future research activities of the Working Group on Migration, which is preparing for an important international event: the Forum Metropolis 2014. Next year Forum, in fact, will be entitled “Energy for the Planet. Feeding Cultures”. It will take place in Milan during the Italian semester of Presidency of the European Union. The forum mirrors, starting with its title, the focus of the International Expo 2015, entitled “Feeding the Planet. Energy for Life”, which will take place in Milan. 

Our presentation will reflect the complex links between the “global mobility” related to migration and the “global mobility” of the world food industry and commerce. As the motto “Energy for the Planet. Feeding Cultures” suggests, the increased global mobility needs “energy”, in different meanings of the world, and among them energy from food and agricultural production; but it also needs a caring action of intercultural exchange and promotion, which is strictly related to the study of migration flows and intercultural processes (Atkins, 2009).
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